Frequency of pain and correlation with clinical and histologic parameters in T1 squamous cell carcinoma of the tongue: a retrospective pilot study.
To conduct a pilot retrospective study to investigate the frequency of pain among patients with early-stage oral squamous cell carcinoma (OSCC) of the tongue and to correlate the pain with clinical and histopathologic parameters. Twenty-four archival cases of T1 OSCC of the tongue were reviewed. No power analysis was conducted due to the pilot nature of the study. Tumors were classified into two groups according to the presence or not of pain (P+ and P- groups). Clinical and histopathologic parameters, such as grade of differentiation, depth of invasion, and presence of vascular, muscular, and perineural invasion were recorded. Statistical analyses included parametric (Student t) and nonparametric (chi-square) tests. Pain was reported by 13 of the 24 patients. In the P+ group, 11 of the 13 had moderately differentiated and 2 well-differentiated tumors; in contrast, P- patients had moderately differentiated tumors in 5 of the cases and well-differentiated tumors in 6 cases (P = .082). Vascular invasion was observed in 5 of the 13 P+ and 5 of the 11 P- patients, muscular invasion in 5 P+ and 2 P- patients, and perineural invasion in 4 P+ and 1 P- patients, respectively. The mean depth of invasion was 1.51 mm for P+ patients and 1.25 mm for P- patients. Only lymphoplasmocytic infiltration differed significantly, with P+ tumors exhibiting more intense inflammation (P = .041). Despite the limited number of cases, the results of this study suggest that painful OSCCs of the tongue may be associated with more intense inflammation.